June 2010

Environmental Education Forum E-Bulletin

In This Issue:

News from the EEF

1.
2.

EEF Website
EEF June Conference

Environmental Education News

N RWNRE

Resources

i

Training & Events

1.
2.
3.

Funding
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

LearningNI and Environmental Education

Speedwell Strategy Launch

Departments Call For ‘IMPACT 2010’ Awards Scheme Entries
TIDY NI Has Done It!

Organic Fortnight 2010

Brighter Belfast Environmental Awards 2010

Bike Week 2010

Celebrities Set to Doodle

ECOSIA — The Eco-Friendly Search Engine
RSPB Education Resources Catalogue

Garden Organic

National Sustainable Schools Conferences

Irish Association for Social, Scientific and Environmental Education (IASSEE) Annual
Conference

Countryside Access and Activities Network National Trails Day

Lloyds TSB Foundation NI
BLF Peoples Millions

Big Lottery Funding

Tesco Charity Trust

Garfield Weston Foundation

Membership of EEF

1.

Join the Forum




INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the latest E-Bulletin from the Environmental Education Forum which provides information on activities in
the environmental education and education for sustainable development sectors in Northern Ireland. Below you will
find a variety of useful information, including EEF and members news, resources, training events and seminars,
publications, funding opportunities, and job vacancies in the sector.

The Environmental Education Forum is the networking body for the Environmental Education sector that promotes a
co-ordinated approach to the delivery of environmental education in Northern Ireland. Forum Membership consists of
organisations from the public, private and voluntary sectors. The EEF attempts to raise awareness of environmental
education and education for sustainable development issues in the formal and non-formal education sectors through
the provision of services such as the production of resources, initial and in service teacher training, member meetings
and training and organising member and public conferences.

If you would like to send an article to include in the next E-Bulletin please contact:

lona Meyer

Environmental Education Forum

89 Loopland Drive

Belfast BT6 9DW

Tel: 028 9045 5770

E-Mail: eef@nienvironmentlink.org
Website: www.eefni.org.uk

NEWS FROM THE EEF

1. NEW EEF WEBSITE — NOW LIVE

| hope by now you have all had a chance to check out the new website. | have now got the publications on and am
just trying to keep it really up to date. Could | ask you to take a couple of minutes and look at your own member
section and if you want any of the details amended/updated please forward them to me, also if you want anything put
on the website please feel free to contact me. | can be contacted at iona@nienvironmentlink.org or
eef@nienvironmentlink.org, our website address will remain www.eefni.org.uk Due to the funding of the Forum
being withdrawn we will be a lot more web based from now on so the more up to date information | have to put on
the better.

2 EEF JUNE CONFERENCE

The EEF Conference is on Monday 28" June at Lough Neagh Discovery CentreX  freé f@rdmembers and £10 for non
members® ¢ KS GAGES 2F GKS O2yFSNByOS Aad WYWwSalLRyRAy3d G2
Gerry Kelly and Tony Scullion who are the co-l dziil K2 NBA 2F (KS NBOSyGfeé Lildzoid AaKk
Education for Sustainable Development in a Sample of Primary, Post-t NA Yl NB YR {LISOAlIf { OK?2
Nora McQuaid will tell us how Global Dimension in Schools NI, is supporting teachers in implementing the Northern

Ireland Curriculum through the effective teaching and learning of global issues throughout all learning areas. Use this
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opportunity to help you to identify and promote areas of Global Dimension delivery that already exist within your
current programmes. Details of the c2 Y F SNBY OS KI @S 06SSy aSyid 2dzi | yR
please register. | would encourage a good attendance as we are making some changes to the Articles of Association.
For further information or any queries you may have please contact me on 028 9045 5770 or
iona@nienvironmentlink.org. Looking forward to seeing many of you at what promises to be an exciting conference.

Back to Top

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION NEWS

1. LEARNINGNI AND ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

[ SEFNYyAY3IbL Aa (GKS ANIdzrt [SENYyAy3a 9y SBANRBYYSY dbased T
platform which enables every primary and post primary pupil and teacher to access its resources at school and at
home.

LearningNI provides a range of shared learning opportunities through an online library for teachers and pupils, course
rooms, video conferencing, a video on demand service, a News desk and an interactive map facility ¢ NIMaps.
Environmental Education Groups can utilise LearningNI through

wHaving their digital resources hosted in the Library

wManaging and participating in collaborative course rooms including inter and intra school collaborative work
and online discussions

wHaving their videos uploaded to the Video on Demand service
wHighlighting environmental issues in the News desk
wBringing to life school visits and images through NIMaps

wUsing the Virtual Classroom video conferencing facility e.g. Ask an Expert

NIMaps ¢ a new interactive resource through which you can upload resources and web pages
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For further details contact:

George Blackwood, C2k Curriculum Consultant,
028 9027 9030

07717228755

gblackwood@c2kni.org.uk
2. SPEEDWELL STRATEGY LAUNCH

Speedwell Trust members and friends of Speedwell Trust travelled to Stormont to launch their Strategic Plan for 2010-
13. The event, which was held in the Long Gallery, was co sponsored by local MLA's Mr Billy Armstrong and Mr Tommy
Gallagher.

In his opening remarks The Trust Manager, Mr Eamon McClean, stated that Speedwell was delighted to be able to
bring their message of co-operation, respect and mutual understanding to policy makers in the Strategy Launch at
Parliament Buildings, Stormont. He outlined the journey Speedwell had made from its beginnings in 1991 and gave an
overview of the work which is currently being delivered. Working with children from 3-11 on a cross community
format, he stated, was vital to improve community relations in local communities.

The highlight for many was the excellent performance from the choirof StPall NA O1 Qa t { FyR 5dzy 3l y
co2NRAYII SR 0@ aa ! YRNBI 9NE]IAYS YR aNB tlon&dB Oy abS¢
of those who attended the event commented that this performance epitomised the ethos of co-operation, integration

and harmony that Speedwell promotes.

The event concluded with Mr Tommy Gallagher launching the Strategy and congratulating Speedwell on its
achievements thus far and wished them every success in the years to come.

Read more here: Speedwell Strategy Stormont Launch.

3. DEPARTMENTS CALL FOR ‘IMPACT 2010’ AWARDS SCHEME ENTRIES

Damian Prince from the Office of the First and Deputy First Minister and Damien Campbell, Director of Corporate
Services, Northern Ireland Environment Agency, today called for entries to the IMPACT 2010 Youth Sustainability and
Environment Awards in October.

The awards ceremony will take place on the 6 October 2010 at the Waterfront Hall in Belfast. The award categories
range from direct action on the local environment to action in taking advantage of opportunities in the sustainable
development agenda, such as energy efficiency or community improvement.

5FYALY tNAYyOS &FARY a¢KS LYLIOG wnmn gl NRa INB Fy 2
are making a difference in their community. We are proud of our reputation for innovation and quality in the fields of
science, industry and medicine. Here is the chance to showcase not only the potential, but also the commitment that

will lead to a new generation of entrepreneurs, teachers and scientists; the talent that will shape our country in the

coming years.
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an inspiration for individuals and groups across society to see the opportunities available in improving the quality of

life in our local areas ¢ from the simple to the sensational. The Awards ceremony will be a high profile celebration of

the projects that are making a difference, no matter how small, to their local community.

d ¢ KNP dz3 K L Y Ldpe@oiget glimpse of thSfutufe2c a responsible, innovative and exciting future, in which
the best we have to offer improves our lives, boosts our economy, protects our environment, and makes best use of
our resources. This is a real opportunity for our young people to show government how they engage with their

surroundings now, and how they hope to utilise them in the future. That is what makes Impact 2010 such an exciting
LINR & LISOG o¢

Commenting on the awards Damian Campbell, Head of Corporate ServicS& |4 bL9! & &l ARY d&¢KS
an exciting and energetic celebration of the work being done by young people to improve the quality of their
environment and the sustainability of their society. It is only right that we recognise and reward that work.
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www.impact2010.info ¢ | have no doubt that there is a vast range of projects already underway or completed in
schools, colleges and community groups across Northern Ireland that would make the impact we are looking for.

OHere in Northern Ireland we have a real opportunity to become pathfinders in the fields of environmental protection
and sustainable development. Our abundant natural resources provide us with the opportunity to develop new and
renewable energy sources. In our schools, colleges and communities we have a generation of young people keen to
show the benefits of living a more socially and environmentally responsible lifestyle. Through Impact 2010 we hope to
NEO23ayAasS FyR OStSoNIXdS GKFEG FF OO o

4. TIDY NI HAS DONE IT!

In the space of just six short weeks, TIDY NI raised an army of volunteers who rolled up their sleeves and took to the
streets to tackle the scourge of litter blighting our landscape.

TIDY's Big Spring Clean campaign with the Belfast Telegraph has galvanised some 2,416 volunteers to give of their own
time to clear up the rubbish blighting our towns and villages in an amazing 57 clean-ups across the length and breadth
of Northern Ireland.

Their redoubtable volunteers found everything from tins, plastic bottles and bags to fly tipped tyres and even asbestos,
along with some peculiar things such as a Christmas tree complete with lights, a road barrier which had sailed all the
way from Blackpool to Cloughey Beach on the Ards Peninsula, a plastic whale beached on the shore of Lough Erne and
many items of clothing.

They garnered support from all sorts of places - the campaign won the backing of all-party political support and the
commendation of Environment Minister Edwin Poots. Former SDLP leader Mark Durkan even teamed up with staff


http://www.impact2010.info/

from McDonalds restaurants in Derry to clean up the city's historic walls. Learn more here: Big Spring Clean a huge

success
5. ORGANIC FORTNIGHT 2010

From 3 to 17 September the Soil Association brings you Organic Fortnight, the UK's biggest celebration of all things
Organic.

Switch to organic during the fortnight and make a real difference simply through the way you shop. Choosing organic
every day means better for you and our soil, happy animals, flourishing wildlife and a healthier planet.

There are lots of enjoyable things you can do to get involved - visit an organic farm, treat yourself to an organic
holiday, look out for organic clothes on your high street, switch one of your beauty products to organic or cook up an
organic feast on a budget for your friends with help from the Soil Association's top tips.

6. BRIGHTER BELFAST ENVIRONMENTAL AWARDS 2010

Are you helping to make Belfast a brighter place in 2010? YES? You need to enterthis@ S N a . NRA IK{G SNJ
Environmental Awards.

b2g Aa GKS OKIyOS (G2 NBGFNR @2dz 2NJ @2dzNJ INRdzLJ F2NJ YI
want you to tell us how your hard work has helped to make your local area a cleaner, greener place.

No matter how small your efforts seem they may have contributed in making a big difference! So if you think that you
are helping to make Belfast brighter why not enter! Just look at the categories below to see which relates to you;

Award categories

Clean and green award - projectsto reduce litter and help raise awareness.
Reduce, reuse, recycle award - projecsto reduce waste and help raise awareness.

Business and community partnership award - businesses that have carried out a local environmt@l improvement
programme in partnership with a group, individual or school.

Nature conservation award - creating or maintaining a wildlife habitat, conservation or garden avb&ch benefits the
community

Judges' special award - applicants who havgone above and beyond all expectationgpromoting and caring for
StTLadQa SYOSANRYYSy( o

The closing date for applications is 4pm Monday 27" September 2010.
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For more information or to apply online visit www.belfastcity.gov.uk/brighterbelfast or for an application pack

contact the Brighter Belfast Awards Team on 028 9032 0202 (extension) 5422 or email:
catcleansing@belfastcity.gov.uk.

7. BIKE WEEK 12-27 JUNE 2010

Bike Week 2010 will this year be extra special as cyclists in Northern Ireland will have two weeks to celebrate this
means of sustainable travel.

The Travelwise theme for 2010 will be Two Wheels Two Weeks.

If you are holding an event in Northern Ireland to celebrate Bike Week 2010 why not register your details with
Travelwise and avail of public liability insurance. You can also receive promotional material.

If you need any information or you wish to speak to the Travelwise NI Bike Week Co-ordinator, please contact:
Andy Bready Phone (028) 9054 0595 or E-mail andy.bready@drdni.gov.uk

8. CELEBRITIES SET TO DOODLE

A whole host of celebrities from the worlds of music, sports, entertainment, theatre, art and literature, are being
invited to take part and draw a doodle of their favourite bug. The doodles will then be displayed at a star-studded
exhibition in Belfast this autumn, before being auctioned off on EBay in the run-up to Christmas.

Bill Oddie, well known wildlife presenter, conservationist and Vice President of the Wildlife Trusts, has pledged to
support the campaign and has already donated his talents by drawing not one, but four unique doodles! So far, UWT
has received doodles from Kieran Goss, Mick McCarthy, Rose Neill, Angie Phillips, Paul Clark and Terry Nutkins.

If you know any celebrities who would be willing to take up the challenge or have any suggestions of celebrities you'd
like to see put pen to paper, please contact Kelly on 028 4483 3953 or email kelly.muldoon@ulsterwildlifetrust.org.

Visit the Ulster Wildlife Trust website for more information: Ulster Wildlife Trust

RESOURCES

1. ECOSIA — THE ECO-FRIENDLY SEARCH ENGINE

Schools can now support rainforest protection whilst using the search tool Ecosia for their learning. Ecosia is an eco-
friendly Internet search engine backed by Yahoo, Bing and the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF). It basically works
like any other search engine but, unlike others, Ecosia gives at least 80% of its advertising revenue to a rainforest
protection program run by the WWF.

Because of this, Ecosia users can save about two square meters of rainforest with every search they do ¢ without
paying anything. Furthermore, all Ecosia servers run on green electricity, so they do not cause any CO2 emissions. By
using Ecosia, you can turn your web searches green.
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To learn more about this resource watch the Ecosia short video at: ecosia.org/how.php

Make eco-friendly internet searches using: ecosia.org

2. RSPB EDUCATION RESOURCES CATALOGUE

RSPB have a dedicated catalogue of resources available for anyone to browse, with a range of information and activity
packs, for different ages: www.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/teaching/catalogue/index.asp

3. GARDEN ORGANIC

Garden Organic Website www.gardenorganic.org.uk/schools organic_network/ is full of ideas for getting an organic
garden started. It includes a Fun Zone with games and activities, along with a Teaching Zone and a Learning Zone to
name a few. Well worth a look.

TRAINING AND EVENTS

1. NATIONAL SUSTAINABLE SCHOOLS CONFERENCES (PLACES STILL AVAILABLE)
All dates for the National Sustainable Schools Conference in June 2010 and venues are now finalised as below.

Peak District National Park: 4th June 2010 at Losehill Hall, Peak District National Park

Newcastle: 8th June 2010 at the Life Science Centre, Newcastle
London: 18th June 2010 at the Wellcome Exhibition Centre, London
Bristol: 25th June 2010 at the Clifton Pavilions, Bristol Zoo, Bristol

e We have a range of themes covering:

e Engaging young people in sustainability

e Linking sustainability with biodiversity ¢ International Year of Biodiversity
e Climate change & Energy commitments

e Qutcomes for children & young people ¢ the evidence

e Leading sustainable schools

e Linking to extended schools

The conferences will offer interactive workshops, networking opportunities and the chance to meet and chat to the
experts and advisers on Sustainable Schools. SEEd members receive a 10% discount on their place. SEEd Membership
details below.

Keep checking the website as more details are confirmed. Register your interest as soon as possible, as places are
limited on: se-ed.org.uk/conference2010. If you cannot attend the conferences in person we are running an online
conference during June and July where you will have access to keynotes, do online workshops, see the results of the
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other workshops around the country, engage in discussions and find all the resources you need for Sustainable Schools
in one place!

wCall for speakers ¢ if you have an area of expertise related to ESD and would be interested in speaking at one of the
National Sustainable Schools Conferences this June, please contact: facilitation@se-ed.org.uk

wCall for workshop leaders ¢ SEEd are looking for facilitators to think of topics to run workshops on at the National
Sustainable Schools Conferences. If you are interested in potentially running a workshop please email: facilitation@se-
ed.org.uk

wCall for exhibitors ¢ SEEd will be offering exhibition opportunities once again at the National Sustainable Schools
Conferences, for further information about exhibiting please email Hermione Fricker: hermione.fricker@se-ed.org.uk

2. IRISH ASSOCIATION FOR SOCIAL, SCIENTIFIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION (IASSEE) ANNUAL
CONFERENCE

The annual conference of the IASSEE will be held on 22" and 23 of JunS Ay {G® al NBEQa | yiHedSNE
GKSYS 2F (GKAAa @S Iconkréting @izhyTHe SUbdd Kraudd Ug and will foduSon both learning for a

world that is connected culturally, socially and technologically and on ways to assist young people to connect with that

world. It is no coincidence that The World Around Us is one of the Areas of Learning in the recently revised Northern

Ireland Curriculum.

Keynote speakers will be, Dr. Hilary Cooper ¢ Professor of History and Pedagogy at the University of Cumbria, who will
speak on cross-O dzZNINA Odzf I NJ (0 S| OK A ycWriteryARist andNBivirddraeNRi2, yiho &ildspeblddthe
use of the Burren as an opportunity for integrated teaching.

There will be the opportunity for a number of organisations with interests in education to display material at a
Resources Fair and their representatives can attend the day-time events of the conference at a reduced registration
fee of £25.

If you are interested in attending or displaying at the conference please contact Dr Ivor Hickey ¢ telephone 028 9026
8314; email: i.hickey@smucb.ac.uk before 14™ June 2010

3. COUNTRYSIDE ACCESS AND ACTIVITIES NETWORK NATIONAL TRAILS DAY

National Trails DayisacSt SONF GA2Yy 2F LNBflIYRQa 62yYRSNFdzZ G NRSGS@
our most beautiful countryside, forests, mountains and lakes. Its primary objective is to raise awareness of outdoor
trails. CAAN will be leading the organisation and marketing of National Trails Day for Northern Ireland in partnership

with our funders Department of Culture Arts & Leisure, Northern Ireland Environment Agency, Waterways Ireland and
partners National Trust.

National Trails Day 2009 was very successful in the Republic of Ireland, with more than 10,000 people getting out
enjoying trails in a variety of ways. Events included bat walks mountain bike cycles, family orienteering, horse riding,
try canoeing, heritage walks and just plain ordinary walking! Several events were held in Northern Ireland. This year
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we hope that in all areas of Northern Ireland we can have a fantastic range of interesting and exciting things on a trail,
be it on land or water.

CAAN asks you to mark Sunday 3 October in your diary now for your local trail event. Details will be sent to you in
the coming weeks giving guidelines for planning the event and how to get your event included in National Trails Day.
For any queries in the meantime, please contact aideen@countrysiderecreation.com.

[ S ingkéNational Trails Day in Northern Ireland a major participation event.

Back to Top

1. LLOYDS TSB FOUNDATION NI

Northern Ireland's Voluntary and Community sector received a major boost in December 2009 when the long-term
future of funding streams for local organisations was confirmed. The Lloyds TSB Foundation for Northern Ireland has
now concluded negotiations with its primary funder, the newly formed and expanded Lloyds Banking Group.

Together with sister foundations in England and Wales, and the Channel Islands, they will receive guaranteed funding
every year for four years from 2010 to 2013, and at a higher level than in 2009. The three foundations have also
secured an ongoing commitment for at least the subsequent six years.

Sandara Kelso-Robb, Executive Director of the Lloyds TSB Foundation for Northern Ireland, said that the outcome
ensures the Foundation will maintain and potentially expand funding and support for Northern Ireland charities at a
time of very difficult and challenging economic circumstances.

Applications can be made for up to a maximum of £5,000 and only organisations with an overall income of less than
£250,000 should apply. The closing dates for 2010 are 9 April, 9 July and 8 October. For more information email
info@lloydstsbfoundationni.org or visit: Lloyds TSB Foundation

2. BLF — PEOPLES MILLIONS LAUNCHES

The 2010 People's Millions competition will give communities throughout the UK the opportunity to win local public
support and share in £3.8 million of Lottery funding.

Grants of between £20,000 and £50,000 will be provided for projects that transform local environments and offer
opportunities or facilities for people to take part and enjoy their local area. This will include initiatives focusing on
buildings, amenities, public and green spaces and natural habitats.

Voluntary and community groups, social enterprises, local authorities, schools and health organisations are invited to
apply. Head-to-head competitions will take place in the local ITV regions in November, when the public will be able to
cast their vote for the projects they want to win. There will be a total of 75 winning projects this year; four awards and
one bonus award for the runner-up in each of the 15 ITV regions.

The deadline for receipt of entries is 14 May 2010. Application forms available online through: The People's Millions
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3. BIG LOTTERY FUNDING

This Programme is delivered and funded by the Big Lottery Fund in Northern Ireland and awards funds of between
£500 ¢ £10,000 over a 12 month period.

The aim of the programme is to bring real improvements to communities and to the lives of people most in need by
funding projects which involve people in their communities, bringing them together to enjoy a wide range of
charitable, community, educational, environmental and health-related activities.

We want our money to make a difference by helping:

e people to participate in their communities to bring about positive change
e people to develop their skills and widen their experiences
e people to work toward better and safer communities

e AYLINR JS LIS dnif nferdalihealthiasd &véll being.
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4, TESCO CHARITY TRUST

The Tesco Charity Trust was set up in 1987 to support both national and local community charities.

The Community Awards Scheme provides one-off donations of between £500 and £4,000 to local projects that support
children and their education and welfare, elderly people and adults and children with disabilities. There are four

rounds of funding each year.

The Tesco Charity Trust Trustees also consider grant applications at their tri-annual meetings. These grants range
between £4,000 and £25,000 and are to support local, national or international projects.

More information from michelina.filocco@uk.tesco.com or visit: Tesco Charity Trust.

5. GARFIELD WESTON FOUNDATION

The Garfield Weston Foundation is a UK based general grant-giving charity. The Foundation does not have precisely
defined criteria, but rather invites applications across the spectrum of community, voluntary and charitable activity.

The Minimum grant award is in the region of £1,000 and has no set maximum. All applications are considered on an
individual basis by a committee of Trustees.

Learn more here: Garfield Weston Foundation.

Back to Top
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MEMBERSHIP OF EEF

JOIN US

The Environmental Education Forum is the networking body for the Environmental Education sector that promotes a
co-ordinated approach to the delivery of environmental education in Northern Ireland. Forum Membership consists of
organisations from the public, private and voluntary sectors. Most members are actively involved in environmental
education and bring a wide range of expertise and enthusiasm to the forum. Membership to the EEF is open to all
individuals and organisations from the public, private and voluntary sectors.

Benefits of membership include:

e Access to an established networking and information organization

e LEEF Newsletter distributed five times per year
e Two conferences per year organised on a range of related environmental education topics

e ESD Days run at all of Northern Ireland's University establishments

e E-mail updates on the Forums activities plus relevant information, publications and events

e Access to free reference Library

e Access to EEF website

e Support and publicity for your work

e Sharing of ideas, expertise and experience

Voluntary Organisation

Statutory Body

receiving membership benefits

Organisation, one person £35 -
Organisation, up to 3 people

receiving membership benefits at £50 £100
one site

Organisation, more than 3 people

receiving membership benefits at £75 £150
one site at one site

Organisation, additional sites £35 per site £35 per site

As part of your subscription, you will have the opportunity to have one page in the ESD resource guide for teachers
and group leaders and one free place at an EEF conference each year. If you would like to promote your events,

publications and training through this E-Bulletin please contact:

lona Meyer

Environmental Education Forum
89 Loopland Drive

Belfast BT6 9DW

Tel: 028 9045 5770

eef@nienvironmentlink.org
www.eefni.org.uk
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