May 2010

Environmental Education Forum E-Bulletin

In This Issue:

News from the EEF

1. EEF Website
2. EEF June Conference

Environmental Education News

LearningNI and Environmental Education

Walk to School Week 2010

Capture Nature’s Magic and Win £5000

Float with Butterflies in the Belfast Hills

BBC Breathing Places Schools, School Children Spot Ladybirds This Summer
International Year of Biodiversity - Schools Pack and Competition Launched
Bike Week 2010

Celebrities Set to Doodle

N RWNRE

Resources

1. Nature Detectives
RSPB Education Resources Catalogue

3. Garden Organic

i

Training & Events

1. National Sustainable Schools Conferences
Garden Show Ireland 2010
3. Countryside Access and Activities Network National Trails Day

i

Funding

Lloyds TSB Foundation NI
BLF Peoples Millions

Big Lottery Funding
NI List on Grant Tracker

PwWwhpE

Membership of EEF

1. Join the Forum




INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the latest E-Bulletin from the Environmental Education Forum which provides information on activities in
the environmental education and education for sustainable development sectors in Northern Ireland. Below you will
find a variety of useful information, including EEF and members news, resources, training events and seminars,
publications, funding opportunities, and job vacancies in the sector.

The Environmental Education Forum is the networking body for the Environmental Education sector that promotes a
co-ordinated approach to the delivery of environmental education in Northern Ireland. Forum Membership consists of
organisations from the public, private and voluntary sectors. The EEF attempts to raise awareness of environmental
education and education for sustainable development issues in the formal and non-formal education sectors through
the provision of services such as the production of resources, initial and in service teacher training, member meetings
and training and organising member and public conferences.

If you would like to send an article to include in the next E-Bulletin please contact:

lona Meyer

Environmental Education Forum

89 Loopland Drive

Belfast BT6 9DW

Tel: 028 9045 5770

E-Mail: eef@nienvironmentlink.org
Website: www.eefni.org.uk

NEWS FROM THE EEF

1. NEW EEF WEBSITE — NOW LIVE

| have received some very positive feedback from some of you on our new website. As you can appreciate it is still a
work in progress in terms of getting all the information on. Could | ask you to take a couple of minutes and look at your
own member section and if you want any of the details amended/updated please forward them to me, also if you
want anything put on the website please feel free to contact me. | can be contacted at iona@nienvironmentlink.org or
eef@nienvironmentlink.org, our website address will remain www.eefni.org.uk Due to the funding of the Forum
being withdrawn we will be a lot more web based from now on so the more up to date information | have to put on
the better.

2 EEF JUNE CONFERENCE

Please note change of the date of the EEF Conference to Monday 28" June at Lough Neagh Discovery Centre. The title
2T GUKS O2yFSNBYyOS Aad WwSaLRYRAY3a G2 [/ KFEy3asSQs 4S |

Scullion who are the co-l dzi K2 NBE 2F GKS NBOSy(fe Llzof A& KSR Susvathakld NIi
Development in a Sample of Primary, Post-t NA Yl NB | yR {LISOAlIf {OK22fa Ay b2N

will be issued to you later this week. | would encourage you all to attend as we are making some changes to the
Articles of Association.
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION NEWS

1. LEARNINGNI AND ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
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platform which enables every primary and post primary pupil and teacher to access its resources at school and at
home.

LearningNI provides a range of shared learning opportunities through an online library for teachers and pupils, course
rooms, video conferencing, a video on demand service, a News desk and an interactive map facility ¢ NIMaps.

Environmental Education Groups can utilise LearningNI through
wHaving their digital resources hosted in the Library

wManaging and participating in collaborative course rooms including inter and intra school collaborative work
and online discussions

wHaving their videos uploaded to the Video on Demand service
wHighlighting environmental issues in the News desk
wBringing to life school visits and images through NIMaps

wUsing the Virtual Classroom video conferencing facility e.g. Ask an Expert
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NIMaps ¢ a new interactive resource through which you can upload resources and web pages

For further details contact:

George Blackwood, C2k Curriculum Consultant,
028 9027 9030

07717228755

gblackwood@c2kni.org.uk


mailto:gblackwood@c2kni.org.uk

2. WALK TO SCHOOL WEEK

Travelwise NI is a Department for Regional Development (DRD) initiative that promotes the use of sustainable
transport and travel options such as walking, cycling, public transport or car sharing. Travelwise is delivered in
partnership with the Department of Education, DOE Road Safety Branch, Sustrans, the Public Health Agency and
Translink.

The biggest event of the year is the annual Walk to School Week. Last year 220 schools and 53,000 pupils in Northern
Ireland got involved. This year’s Walk to School Week will run from 17 - 21 May 2010. Every school is invited to take
part in this event which aims to encourage more people to walk to and from school. If you need any additional
information or you wish to speak to one of the Travelwise NI team about Walk to School Week please contact:

Tracey Arlow (Travelwise NI, Schools Co-ordinator) Phone 028 9054 1402 E-mail Tracy.arlow@drdni.gov.uk

3. CAPTURE NATURE’S MAGIC AND WIN £5000

Supported by the Wildlife Trusts, the awards celebrate and recognise the talents of photographers in the UK, and at
the same time highlight the great wealth and diversity of British natural history.

This year, there are ten main categories to excite the imagination as well as two special awards to encourage
participation by young people, schools and youth community groups.

There is also a new award for conservation photography and a special category dedicated to British biodiversity and
native species under threat, to reflect the fact that 2010 has been declared International Year of Biodiversity. The
overall winner will receive a cash prize of £5,000 and the winning pictures and best entries will be included in a touring
exhibition and book.

The competition is open for entries until 4th June 2010. Entries can be submitted on-line or via post. For more detailed
information about the competition please click here.

4. FLOAT WITH BUTTERFLIES IN THE BELFAST HILLS

Butterfly Conservation is to survey what butterflies and moths are found in the Belfast Hills this spring and summer -
but they need your help to do this. You don't have to have any specialist knowledge to be involved - just an interest in
exploring the Belfast Hills looking for these creatures.

Butterflies and moths act as indicator species and are found in profusion in the Belfast Hills. This means we can use
them to tell us information about our climate, and also about the health of the landscape they live in.

Butterflies and moths are very sensitive to changes in temperature, in the weather and to the plants growing in the
area that they live. If the conditions are not right for a butterfly, moth or their caterpillars, these creatures will die.
This very fast reaction can be crucial to helping the Belfast Hills Partnership manage sites right, not just for butterflies
and motbhs, but for a host of other insects, and the plants and animals that rely on them as pollinators and for food.

If you would like to find out more, email: butterfly.transects.ni@googlemail.com. Belfast Hills Partnership can keep
you up to date with any forthcoming workshops. Visit their website for more information: Belfast Hills

Partnership


mailto:Tracy.arlow@drdni.gov.uk
http://www.bwpawards.org/
mailto:butterfly.transects.ni@googlemail.com
http://www.belfasthills.org/news.php?sec=4&news=76
http://www.belfasthills.org/news.php?sec=4&news=76

5. BBC BREATHING PLACES SCHOOLS, SCHOOL CHILDREN SPOT LADYBIRDS THIS SUMMER

With their brightly coloured bodies, ladybirds are easy to spot and school children will be helping discover just how
many there are in school grounds all over the UK. This summer, thousands of children across Northern Ireland can take
part in the biggest survey of ladybirds in schools, as part of the BBC Breathing Places Schools project.

With over 500 Breathing Places Schools registered in Northern Ireland, and a total of 10,000 across the UK, it is hoped
the results will identify regional variations and contribute valuable data to the UK Ladybird Survey, run by volunteers at
the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology.

Ladybirds are widely recognised and loved by children of all ages. Finding and recording what species of ladybirds their
school environment attracts, will give young people the opportunity to discover and contribute to our understanding
of ladybirds.
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the International Year of Biodiversity. The ladybird survey will run from 24™ of May to the 11" of June.

Since its launch in 2008, more than 10,000 schools have registered for the project and transformed their school
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feeding wildlife, making homes for wildlife, digging ponds and planting trees.
6. INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF BIODIVERSITY - SCHOOLS PACK AND COMPETITION LAUNCHED

To help schools celebrate the 2010 International Year of Biodiversity (IYB), UNESCO Associated Schools in the UK has
launched a biodiversity information pack and competition for schools.

Celebrating the International Year of Biodiversity is a great way to engage with issues around sustainable
development, a key study theme for UNESCO Associated Schools.

The biodiversity pack includes practical suggestions for how schools can celebrate the International Year of Biodiversity
and examples of how UNESCO helps protect biodiversity in the UK, including case studies from UNESCO Biosphere
Reserves and natural World Heritage Sites which have distinct biodiversity.

The 1YB competition will find the school that can best communicate the important messages of the International Year
of Biodiversity. The competition is open to all primary and secondary schools in the UK. Participating schools are asked
to devise a creative and effective campaign that can spread the IYB messages to their local community. Schools can
submit a poster, collage, brochure, video or podcast. There will be prizes for the best entry in each category and prizes
for runners up. The deadline for competition entries is 28 May 2010.

The United Nations has designated 2010 as the International Year of Biodiversity (IYB) to celebrate the importance of
biodiversity and highlight the different threats facing this irreplaceable natural wealth across the globe. The
International Year is an opportunity to celebrate progress made so far in protecting biodiversity, but also to recognise
that we need to do more to promote creative solutions to reduce threats to biodiversity.



An electronic version of the pack is available to download on www.unesco.org.uk/iyb

We hope you can share this information with schools you are working with. Contact me on abreivik@unesco.org.uk or
020 7766 3460 if you would like hard copies of the information pack for schools.

7. BIKE WEEK 12-27 JUNE 2010

Bike Week 2010 will this year be extra special as cyclists in Northern Ireland will have two weeks to celebrate this
means of sustainable travel.

The Travelwise theme for 2010 will be Two Wheels Two Weeks

If you are holding an event in Northern Ireland to celebrate Bike Week 2010 why not register your details with
Travelwise and avail of public liability insurance. You can also receive promotional material.

If you need any information or you wish to speak to the Travelwise NI Bike Week Co-ordinator, please contact:
Andy Bready Phone (028) 9054 0595 or E-mail andy.bready@drdni.gov.uk

8. CELEBRITIES SET TO DOODLE

A whole host of celebrities from the worlds of music, sports, entertainment, theatre, art and literature, are being
invited to take part and draw a doodle of their favourite bug. The doodles will then be displayed at a star-studded
exhibition in Belfast this autumn, before being auctioned off on EBay in the run-up to Christmas.

Bill Oddie, well known wildlife presenter, conservationist and Vice President of the Wildlife Trusts, has pledged to
support the campaign and has already donated his talents by drawing not one, but four unique doodles! So far, UWT
has received doodles from Kieran Goss, Mick McCarthy, Rose Neill, Angie Phillips, Paul Clark and Terry Nutkins.

If you know any celebrities who would be willing to take up the challenge or have any suggestions of celebrities you'd
like to see put pen to paper, please contact Kelly on 028 4483 3953 or email kelly.muldoon@ulsterwildlifetrust.org.

Visit the Ulster Wildlife Trust website for more information: Ulster Wildlife Trust

RESOURCES

1. NATURE DETECTIVES
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Their website www.naturedetectives.org.uk/ is packed with worksheets and lots of ideas to inspire young children to
get involved and take an interest in their local woods.

There are scores of games, activities and ideas for FREE days out to ensure your next family trip to the woods is action-
packed fun. The Woodland Trust want kids to learn about the wildlife on their doorstep and Nature Detectives can
help them do this too.
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2. RSPB EDUCATION RESOURCES CATALOGUE

RSPB have a dedicated catalogue of resources available for anyone to browse, with a range of information and activity
packs, for different ages: www.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/teaching/catalogue/index.asp

3. GARDEN ORGANIC

Garden Organic Website www.gardenorganic.org.uk/schools organic_network/ is full of ideas for getting an organic
garden started. It includes a Fun Zone with games and activities, along with a Teaching Zone and a Learning Zone to
name a few. Well worth a look.

TRAINING AND EVENTS

1. NATIONAL SUSTAINABLE SCHOOLS CONFERENCES
All dates for the National Sustainable Schools Conference in June 2010 and venues are now finalised as below.

Peak District National Park: 4th June 2010 at Losehill Hall, Peak District National Park

Newcastle: 8th June 2010 at the Life Science Centre, Newcastle
London: 18th June 2010 at the Wellcome Exhibition Centre, London
Bristol: 25th June 2010 at the Clifton Pavilions, Bristol Zoo, Bristol

e We have a range of themes covering:

e Engaging young people in sustainability

e Linking sustainability with biodiversity ¢ International Year of Biodiversity
e (Climate change & Energy commitments

e QOutcomes for children & young people ¢ the evidence

e Leading sustainable schools

e Linking to extended schools

The conferences will offer interactive workshops, networking opportunities and the chance to meet and chat to the
experts and advisers on Sustainable Schools. SEEd members receive a 10% discount on their place. SEEd Membership
details below.

Keep checking the website as more details are confirmed. Register your interest as soon as possible, as places are
limited on: se-ed.org.uk/conference2010. If you cannot attend the conferences in person we are running an online
conference during June and July where you will have access to keynotes, do online workshops, see the results of the
other workshops around the country, engage in discussions and find all the resources you need for Sustainable Schools
in one place!
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wCall for speakers ¢ if you have an area of expertise related to ESD and would be interested in speaking at one of the
National Sustainable Schools Conferences this June, please contact: facilitation@se-ed.org.uk

wCall for workshop leaders ¢ SEEd are looking for facilitators to think of topics to run workshops on at the National
Sustainable Schools Conferences. If you are interested in potentially running a workshop please email: facilitation@se-
ed.org.uk

wCall for exhibitors ¢ SEEd will be offering exhibition opportunities once again at the National Sustainable Schools
Conferences, for further information about exhibiting please email Hermione Fricker: hermione.fricker@se-ed.org.uk

2. GARDEN SHOW IRELAND 2010

Garden Show Ireland returns to the stunning surroundings of the walled garden at Hillsborough Castle in 2010, this
year on its new dates in May, 21-23 May 2010.

Flowers and specialist plants galore, inspirational ideas for the garden, expert advice and all the tools and machinery to
make the job easier, will send green fingered gardeners and budding enthusiasts alike home to their gardens to create
their own magic!

The less enthusiastic members of the family meantime can relax and enjoy a glass of wine or a cream tea to the strains
of the orchestra's jazz quintet, wander through the gardens of Hillsborough Castle and find endless amusement
throughout the Show for little green fingers.

So put the date in your diary, Friday 21 to Sunday 23 May 2010 for a day out or a weekend away!

Learn more here: Garden Show Ireland 2010

3. COUNTRYSIDE ACCESS AND ACTIVITIES NETWORK NATIONAL TRAILS DAY
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our most beautiful countryside, forests, mountains and lakes. Its primary objective is to raise awareness of outdoor
trails. CAAN will be leading the organisation and marketing of National Trails Day for Northern Ireland in partnership
with our funders Department of Culture Arts & Leisure, Northern Ireland Environment Agency, Waterways Ireland and
partners National Trust.

National Trails Day 2009 was very successful in the Republic of Ireland, with more than 10,000 people getting out
enjoying trails in a variety of ways. Events included bat walks mountain bike cycles, family orienteering, horse riding,
try canoeing, heritage walks and just plain ordinary walking! Several events were held in Northern Ireland. This year
we hope that in all areas of Northern Ireland we can have a fantastic range of interesting and exciting things on a trail,
be it on land or water.

CAAN asks you to mark Sunday 3 October in your diary now for your local trail event. Details will be sent to you in
the coming weeks giving guidelines for planning the event and how to get your event included in National Trails Day.

For any queries in the meantime, please contact aideen@countrysiderecreation.com.
[ S in&kéNational Trails Day in Northern Ireland a major participation event.
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1. LLOYDS TSB FOUNDATION NI

Northern Ireland's Voluntary and Community sector received a major boost in December 2009 when the long-term
future of funding streams for local organisations was confirmed. The Lloyds TSB Foundation for Northern Ireland has
now concluded negotiations with its primary funder, the newly formed and expanded Lloyds Banking Group.

Together with sister foundations in England and Wales, and the Channel Islands, they will receive guaranteed funding
every year for four years from 2010 to 2013, and at a higher level than in 2009. The three foundations have also
secured an ongoing commitment for at least the subsequent six years.

Sandara Kelso-Robb, Executive Director of the Lloyds TSB Foundation for Northern Ireland, said that the outcome
ensures the Foundation will maintain and potentially expand funding and support for Northern Ireland charities at a
time of very difficult and challenging economic circumstances.

Applications can be made for up to a maximum of £5,000 and only organisations with an overall income of less than
£250,000 should apply. The closing dates for 2010 are 9 April, 9 July and 8 October. For more information email
info@lloydstsbfoundationni.org or visit: Lloyds TSB Foundation

2. BLF — PEOPLES MILLIONS LAUNCHES

The 2010 People's Millions competition will give communities throughout the UK the opportunity to win local public
support and share in £3.8 million of Lottery funding.

Grants of between £20,000 and £50,000 will be provided for projects that transform local environments and offer
opportunities or facilities for people to take part and enjoy their local area. This will include initiatives focusing on
buildings, amenities, public and green spaces and natural habitats.

Voluntary and community groups, social enterprises, local authorities, schools and health organisations are invited to
apply. Head-to-head competitions will take place in the local ITV regions in November, when the public will be able to
cast their vote for the projects they want to win. There will be a total of 75 winning projects this year; four awards and
one bonus award for the runner-up in each of the 15 ITV regions.

The deadline for receipt of entries is 14 May 2010. Application forms available online through: The People's Millions

3. BIG LOTTERY FUNDING

This Programme is delivered and funded by the Big Lottery Fund in Northern Ireland and awards funds of between
£500 ¢ £10,000 over a 12 month period.
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The aim of the programme is to bring real improvements to communities and to the lives of people most in need by
funding projects which involve people in their communities, bringing them together to enjoy a wide range of
charitable, community, educational, environmental and health-related activities.

We want our money to make a difference by helping:

e people to participate in their communities to bring about positive change
e people to develop their skills and widen their experiences
e people to work toward better and safer communities
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4. NI LIST ON GRANT TRACKER

Northern Ireland funders list available for free on Grant Tracker website.

The Northern Ireland independent grant-making trusts sector is relatively small in comparison to the whole UK sector
but nonetheless offers generous support to a wide variety of organisations and good causes. A list of Northern Ireland
funders is provided by NICVA for free through its Grant Tracker website. As such the funders provided are only the tip
of an iceberg of funding opportunities available to Northern Ireland good causes. To access the hundreds of
opportunities it is recommended that you subscribe to the Grant Tracker website.

Grant Tracker

The Northern Ireland Trusts Group is a network of local independent funders who periodically publish information on
the funding they offer. The publication of "Funding for Voluntary Action" has proved an essential resource for many
small organisations over the years offering as it does a concise snapshot of the typical funding available locally. The
Northern Ireland Trusts' Group last printed the Funding for Voluntary Action Handbook in 2003 although plans are
underway to republish the guide in 2010. This list should only be viewed as a local sample of the potential sources of
grant funding.

Contact NICVA, 61 Duncairn Gardens, BT15 2GB, Tel: 028 9087 7777 or email: grant.tracker@nicva.org for further
information.

Back to Top

MEMBERSHIP OF EEF

JOIN US

The Environmental Education Forum is the networking body for the Environmental Education sector that promotes a
co-ordinated approach to the delivery of environmental education in Northern Ireland. Forum Membership consists of
organisations from the public, private and voluntary sectors. Most members are actively involved in environmental
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education and bring a wide range of expertise and enthusiasm to the forum. Membership to the EEF is open to all
individuals and organisations from the public, private and voluntary sectors.

Benefits of membership include:
e Access to an established networking and information organisation
e LEEF Newsletter distributed five times per year
e Two conferences per year organised on a range of related environmental education topics
e ESD Days run at all of Northern Ireland's University establishments
e E-mail updates on the Forums activities plus relevant information, publications and events
e Access to free reference Library
e Access to EEF website
e Support and publicity for your work
e Sharing of ideas, expertise and experience

Voluntary Organisation Statutory Body
Organisation, one person £35 -
Organisation, up to 3 people
receiving membership benefits at £50 £100
one site
Organisation, more than 3 people
receiving membership benefits at £75 £150
one site at one site
Orga.n.lsatlon, addltlc.mal Sltef £35 per site £35 per site
receiving membership benefits

As part of your subscription, you will have the opportunity to have one page in the ESD resource guide for teachers
and group leaders and one free place at an EEF conference each year. If you would like to promote your events,
publications and training through this E-Bulletin please contact:

lona Meyer

Environmental Education Forum
89 Loopland Drive

Belfast BT6 9DW

Tel: 028 9045 5770
eef@nienvironmentlink.org

www.eefni.org.uk
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